
 

 

APA Citation Style 
 

 

This guide presents examples of common types of citations for APA style references. Additional examples and 

detailed instructions for research paper writers are given in the Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association (6th ed.) (Ref BF76.7 .P83 2010) available at the Reference Desk in the Morris 

Library. These are guidelines only; sources published by the American Psychological Association are the 

authorative sources. 

 

A References list should be double-spaced with the first line of the entries even with the left margin (single 

spacing is used here to save space). Subsequent lines should be indented; use the format hanging indent. For 

articles in journals or magazines, give the issue number in parentheses following the volume number if each 

issue begins on page 1. 

 

Citations to online resources should include the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) if one has been assigned. For 

journal articles, the DOI should be used instead of a URL or database name. No retrieval date is needed for 

most online resources. 

 

Digital Object Identifier (DOI) 

 

A DOI is an alphanumeric name that identifies digital content, such as a book or journal article. Example: 

doi:10.1037/0002-9432.76.4.482 The DOI can also be used to retrieve online content, enter the DOI into a 

DOI resolver: 

 Resolve A DOI (http://dx.doi.org/) 

 Free DOI Look-up (CrossRef) (http://www.crossref.org/guestquery/) 

 

Journal article, print, one author 
 

Palan, R. (2002). Tax havens and the commercialization of state sovereignty. International Organization, 56, 

151-176. 

 

Journal article, online, with DOI, two authors 

 

Rajendran, G., & Mitchell, P. (2007). Cognitive theories of autism. Developmental Review, 27, 224-260. doi: 

10.1016/j.dr.2007.02.001 

 

Journal article, online only, with DOI, more than two authors, no page numbers 
 

Daruwalla, N., Fernandez, A., Salam, J., Shaikh, N., & Osrin, D. (2009). Conflict, crisis, and abuse in Dharavi, 

Mumbai: Experiences from six years at a centre for vulnerable women and children. Plos Medicine, 

6(7). doi:10.1371/journal.pmed.1000088 

 

Journal article, online, without DOI, from database 

Use the home page of the database 

 

Coontz, S. (1996). The way we weren't: The myth and reality of the "traditional" family. National Forum, 76, 

45. Retrieved from http://find.galegroup.com/ 
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Journal Article, Online, Without DOI, From Journal Website 

Use URL of journal home page 

 

Corcoran, T., & Silander, M. (2009). Instruction in high schools: The evidence and the challenge. The Future 

of Children, 19(1). Retrieved from http://www.futureofchildren.org/ 

 

Journal Article, Online Only, Without DOI, No Page Numbers 
Use URL of the article only if difficult to locate from journal home page 

 

Poikalainen, V. (2001). Palaeolithic art from the Danube to Lake Baikal. Folklore: Electronic Journal of 

Folklore, 18 & 19. Retrieved from http://folklore.ee/Folklore/vol18/pa00.htm 

 

Magazine Article, Print 
 

Lau, J. M. (1998, January). To save a child. Reader's Digest, 151(909), 96-101. 

 

Magazine Article, Online, From Database, No Author 

 

Electric Seoul. (2010, July 22). Earth Island Journal, 25(2), 6-7. 

 

Newspaper Article, Online, No Author 

 

Hindenburg leaves on first trip of year: Passenger quarters filled as the airship starts for Lakehurst--return 

flight Thursday. (1937, May 4). New York Times, p. 28. Retrieved from http://www.proquest.com/ 

 

Newspaper Article, Print, Discontinuous Pages 
 

O'Sullivan, S. (2009, August 6). Sports betting gets a nod. (Wilmington, DE) News Journal, pp. A1, A7. 

 

Newspaper Article, Book Review 

 

Bowersock, G. W. (2009, May 14). The scholar of scholars [Review of the book Worlds made by words: 

Scholarship and community in the modern west, by A. Grafton]. The New York Review of Books, p. 45. 

 

Book, Print, Two Authors 

 

Lynd, R., & Lynd, H. (1929). Middletown: A study in American culture. New York: Harcourt, Brace and 

World. 

 

Book; Online, With DOI 

 

Schiraldi, G. R. (2000). Post-traumatic stress disorder sourcebook. New York: McGraw-Hill. 

doi:10.1036/0071393722 

 

Book, Online, Without DOI 

 

Cargan, L. (2007). Doing social research. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield. Retrieved from 

http://books.google.com/ 
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Book Chapter, Print 

 

Beech, M. H. (1982). The domestic realm in the lives of Hindu women in Calcutta. In H. Papanek, & G. 

Minault (Eds.), Separate worlds: Studies of purdah in South Asia (pp. 110-138). Delhi: Chanakya. 

 

Reference Book, Encyclopedia, etc., Article, Online 

 

Houlgate, L. D. (2001). Children and ethical theory. In L. C. Becker & C. B. Becker (Eds.), Encyclopedia of 

ethics (2nd ed.). London, United Kingdom: Routledge. Retrieved from 

http://www.credoreference.com/ 

 

Law, Using Code Format 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as Amended, 42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq (2008). 

 

Law, Using Statute Format 

 

ADA Amendments Act of 2008, Public Law 110–325, 122 Stat. 3553 (2008). 

 

Map Retrieved Online 

 

U.S. Census Bureau, American Factfinder. (2007). M0103. Percent of the total population who are 65 years 

and over: 2007 [Thematic Map] (American Community Survey). Retrieved from 

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 

 

Motion Picture 

 

Schwary, R. L. (Producer), & Redford, R. (Director). (1980). Ordinary people [Motion Picture]. United States 

of America: Paramount Pictures. 

 

Music Recording 

 

Gershwin, G. (1935). Summertime [Recorded by Miles Davis]. On Porgy and Bess [CD]. New York: 

Columbia. (1996). 

 

Report From Institutional Archive 

 

Gamel-McCormick, M., & Amsden, D. J. (2002). Investing in better outcomes: The Delaware early childhood 

longitudinal study (CDS Reports). Retrieved from University of Delaware Library Institutional 

Repository: http://dspace.udel.edu:8080/dspace/handle/19716/4012 

 

Research or Technical Report, Government Agency as Author 

 

U.S. Department of Justice. (1993). Report to the Deputy Attorney General on the events at Waco, Texas 

February 28 to April 19, 1993 (Redacted ed.). Washington, DC: Government Printing Office. 

 

Web Page, No Date, Group as Author 

 

Little People of America. (n.d.). Little People of America. (n.d.). Welcome to the on-line home of Little People 

of America. Retrieved from http://www.lpaonline.org/ 


